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WCC Will Dedicate New Headquarters Site 


(Geneva) ~ A ground-breaking ceremony for the new headquarters building 
of the World Council of Churches will be held Wednesday, June 21. 


The 250-office building will be constructed at a site on the north- 
west side of Lake Geneva, a short distance from the Palais des Nations and 
headquarters of various other international organizations. Construction 
will begin immediately. The building is expected to be ready for occu- 
pancy by mid-1963. 


It will cost $2,500,000 (Sw. Fr. 10,700,000). 


Funds have been raised by the World Council's 176 member-churches and 
by special fund-raising appeals in several countries. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman of the WCC's policy-making 
Central Committee, will preside at the ceremony. 


Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, Boxford, Mass. (USA), a World Counc 
president, will make the main speech and will turn over the first symbolic 
spadeful of earth. Bishop Sherrill, the Presiding Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the USA until his retirement in 1958, is chairman of the 
international committee which has raised funds for the new building. 
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The ceremony will come mid-way during the meeting of the WCC's 
Executive Committee, June 19-24, at the World Council's Heumenical Insti- 
tute, Bossey, near Geneva. 


Attending in addition to Committee members will be some 150 guests 
including Swiss church authorities, Geneva and Cantonal officials, repres- 


entatives of the United Nations and related organizations and various 
other bodies. 


The ceremony, which will be held on the exact site where the chapel 
in the new building will be located, will include a talk on the history of 
the World Council by its general secretary, Dr. W.A, Visser 't Hooft, 
followed by short speeches by city and church authorities from Geneva. 


The new building will house the WCC's present staff of 180 persons 
and also about 100 persons on the staffs of the Lutheran World Federation, 
the ‘orld Presbyterian Alliance, the Brethren Service Commission and other 
WCC-related bodies. 


World Council headquarters at present are situated on the opposite 
side of Lake Geneva in converted chalets with overflow offices in four 
wooden barracks on two separated sites. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, in announcing plans for the ceremony, said the 
expanding programme of the ecumenical agency has long made it necessary to 
have additional conference and office space. He said the building has 
been designed for maximum efficiency and attractiveness, but not as a 
luxurious or monumental structure. 


Architects! plans call for a modern concrete structure with a central 
two-storey block with three wings of three, four and five storeys radiating 
from it and containing-the offices. The central block will house the 
entrance hall, chapel, offices of the general secretariat, one large and 
three small conference rooms, an exhibition area and a cafeteria. The 
design allows for the addition of new offices if required later. 


Behind the building, and not structurally connected with it, will be 
a one-storey library designed ultimately to hold 30,000 volumes. It will 
include reading rooms and facilities for rerearch scholars. 


All the architectural plans are complete and have been approved by 
the Executive Committee with the exception of those for the chapel and 
library. The Committee is expected to make a decision about plans for 
the chapel at this session. 


Of the $2,500,000 required for the structure, a total of $2,200,000 
is "completely assured", WCC officials have announced. Of this amount 
#300,000 has been donated by the WCC's member churches and the rest has 
come through special appeals. it is hoped thatr thes) 400, 000 sete 
required will be on hand by the end of this year. 


Contributions have come from churches and individuals in the follow- 
ing countries or areas: Argentina, Australasia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, 
Canada, Central Africa, Ceylon, Denmark, tast Africa, Finland, France, 
Germany, Ghana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, South Africa, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the USA, and the United Kingdom. 

EPS, Geneva 
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South African Church Leaders Appeal for New Spirit in Republic 


(Capetown) ~ Strong appeals for a "new spirit and a new attempt" among 
all races to achieve mutual understanding were made by South African 
religious leaders as the nation severed its ties with the British Common- 
wealth and became a republic. 


Among the churchmen issuing statements were Dr. A.J. Van der Merwe, 
moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Cape Province, and Dr. Roy 
Cowdry, assistant Anglican Bishop of Capetown. 


A special appeal to all white groups to settle their differences was 
made by Dr. Van de Merwe, who said such an agreement "is an essential pre- 
requisite to the extension of better race relations in the much wider 
Sphere including non-whites". 


Warning that only the future will show whether South Africa's inde- 
pendence "is indeed a fresh beginning" for the country, the moderator 
commented: 


"If there are among us those who are rejoicing in ecstasy over their 
victory in getting a republic and who enter the future without sympathetic 
feelings, there are others in no mood to rejoice. If there are others so 
opposed to the republic that they feel bitter in defeat and refuse to co- 
operate in the new state, a great calamity is in store for us in the future." 


Dr. Van der Merwe stressed that "a new spirit between white groups 
will save our people from temptations they so often yielded to in the past - 
that of playing off other racial groups against each other for political 
advantage and consequently arousing racial tensions". He predicted that 
if a new spirit became evident among the white population, it would quickly 
spread to other racial groups in the republic. 


In his statement, Bishop Cowdry said Christians view the country's 
new status "with prayerful solemnity and ask God's blessing on those who 
rule us that they may rule according to His law". 


"One of the great joys of the Christian religion is its independence 
from any form of government", he observed. "Pride of race must always 
take second place for Christians. We are not baptized as South Africans, 
piu as children of God." 


Barlier, Prime Minister H.F. Verwoerd rejected an appeal for multi- 
racial consultations which had been made by Anglican Archbishop Joost de 
Blank of Capetown, and prominent Methodist leaders. 


Of the Prime Minister's reply that no multi-racial discussions would 
be permitted to "those seeking to undermine the government's policies and 
justice for the white man", Dr. Joseph B. Webb, past president of the 
Methodist Church of South Africa, commented: 


"T cannot understand how the government can construe a request for a 
multi-racial consultation made in good faith by the Methodist Church as 
an attack upon itself. The time for reasoning is particularly apparent 
considering the present tensions between the racial groups." 


Meanwhile, the moderature of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church of the 
Cape, which claims 300,000 coloured adherents, has expressed deep concern 
over the "deterioration" of relations between racial groups. 
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The statement, issued after the coloured population began to organize 
a three-day strike to coincide with the inauguration of the republic, 
appealed to church members to act responsibly even under provocation, 
"especially at a time when South Africa, your fatherland as well, is 
entering a new era", 


The moderature warned that "revolutionary behaviour is not only un- 
Christian, but is bound to fail and to estrange the whites and coloured 
from each other". 


Meanwhile, in the United States an ad hoc commtttee of 31 prominent 
US churchmen, labour leaders and others, called upon the US State Depart- 
ment to implement the United Nations General Assembly resolution censuring 
youth Africa for its racial policies. 


The committee urged the US to recall immediately its ambassador to 
youth Africa; to investigate the extent of American economic interests 
in the country and the effect of these interests in support of the govern- 
ment's apartheid policy; and to use "the tremendous prestige of the office 
of the President of the United States to effect a coordinated strategy 
toward South Africa among our allies in the free world." 


Last week also, Anglican Archbishop Joost de Blank of Capetown 
ebserved that America's own racial conflicts "unquestionably" strengthen 
the "suicidal segregation policies" of South Africa. 


On a month-long tour of the US, the archbishop told a group in 
Minneapolis that racial extremists in South Africa and the United States 
usually identify efforts for social justice with communism. "Nearly all 
of the legal action taken against persons fighting apartheid has been 
based on South Africa's Suppression of Communism Act", he added. 

EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Publication Hails Russian Church Application 


(Paris) - A leading French Jesuit review has hailed the application of the 
Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church for membership in the World 
Council of Churches as one of the most important events occuring in the 
non-Catholic world. 


An article written by the Rev. Robert Rouquette for the June issue 
of Etudes observes that the application was inspired by religious motives, 
and that the entry of the Russian Church should be an asset to the World 
Council. 


"Much progress has been made since the inter-Orthodox Conference at 
Moscow in 1948 poured anathema on the WCC, which it quite wrongly con- 
sidered an instrument of American imperialism", the article observed. 
"Since the death of Stalin, the atmosphere tended to change..." 


Pointing out that many contacts have recently been established between 
the Russian Church and the Protestant and Anglican communions in the West, 
the review commented that there appears to be no reason why the application 
should be rejected when the VCC holds its Third Assembly in New Delhi, 
November 18 ~- December 6. 


"There is no reason to doubt that the Patriarch Alexis is inspired by 
religious motives and by a sincere desire for Christian unity", the article 
continued. "He is a man from the old Russia, who was consecrated as a 
bishop before the Revolution." 
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"The entrance of a large Orthodox Church, which has kept the Apostolic 
Succession and the faith of the Harly Church, is in itself a benefit for 
the World Council, and will help it to resist the temptation of being 
merely a pan-Protestant organization", it observed. 


The review further noted that, for the Russian theologians, permanent 
contact with Western thought is bound to prove fruitful. But it added: 


"On the other hand, there is a real risk that the Russians may use 
their presence in the \/CC for political purposes. Patriarch Alexis never 
misses an opportunity to support the Soviet concept of peace, which he 
identifies in a dangerous manner with Slav imperialism. 


"But before throwing stones at him, we must remember that our Western 
churches have so often worshipped nationalism and military aims. Are not 
more and more unbiased American sociologists coming to realize that many 
Americans identify religion with the ‘American way of life'? 


"However that may be, indirect Russian political action within the 
WCC, in which the American churches have a great deal of influence, will 
no doubt create many difficulties. The real danger is largely outweighed 
by the genuine testimony of the Christian faith which will be contributed 
by the bishops and theologians from Moscow to the WCC." 


Meanwhile, Dr. Hanfried Kruger, director of the Hcumenical Centre in 
Frankfurt-am-Main, has reported after a three-week visit to the Soviet 
Union that the Patriarch!s application for World Council membership has 
been warmly welcomed within the Russian Church. 


"In Russia, there is clearly a feeling of having emerged after decades 


of the Centre. 


However, he noted that the Russian Orthodox realize that they have an 
important contribution to make to the ecumenical encounter, and frequently 
express their readiness for theological exchanges with other churches. 


"This rapprochement with the World Council of Churches has taken place». 
more quickly than the boldest prophets had expected", Dr. Kruger declared. 


Stressing that there is not the slightest reason "to suspect the 
purity and the spiritual character of the decision of the Moscow Patri- 
archate", Dr. Kruger observed that it will not be easy for the Russian 
Church to dissociate itself from the thought patterns of Hastern Europe 
any more than Western churches can avoid thinking in their own. 


Membership in the ‘/CC will tremendously strengthen the position of the 
Russian Orthodox Church within the Soviet and in other countries, Dr. 
Kruger said. 


‘In view of the fact that the relations between State and Church in 
Russia are extremely tense at present, it remains a mystery why the 
authorities granted permission for the application to be made, as they 
must have fully realized what the effect would be,'' he added. 


Similar satisfaction over the application was expressed by Bishop 
J.&. Lesslie Newbigin, executive secretary of the International Missionary 
Council, which will merge with the World Council in New Delhi. 
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During a visit to Boston, Massachusetts, Bishop Newbigin has this 
comment to make on the fears of some church leaders that the Russian Church 
may introduce an element of politics into WCC deliberations: 


"None of us can completely separate our Christian convictions from the 
political stance that our nations take, and inevitably these different 


political stances are reflected in the meetings of the World Council of 
Churches. 


"But the whole point of the World Council is that we believe our faith 
ty Christ does provide us with a point of unity - a point of judgment and 
criticism and mutual correction - which overrides our different political 
stances." EPS, Geneva 


southern Baptists Reject Violence in Race Crisis 


(Se. Louis, Missouri ) -~ The Southern Baptist Convention has rejected "mob 
violence" and “unwarranted provocation" as solutions to the southern racial 
crisis, which flared up with the recent wave of "Freedom Riders" seeking 
integrated transportation. (See BPS No. 21) 


puch actions were unanimously condemned by the 12,000 "messengers" 
(delegates) attending the annual meeting of the 10,000,000-member denomi- 
nation here. The church has traditionally maintained a conservative view 
on racial matters. 


"Because Southern Baptists are the largest Christian group in the area 
where racial tensions between whites and Negroes are most acute, we feel an 
especially keen sense of Christian responsibility", the resolution declared. 


Southern Baptists, it added, "cannot afford to let pride or prejudice 
undermine either our Uhristian witness at home, or the years of consecrated, 
sacrificial missionary service among all the peoples of the world". 


Before voting on the resolution, messengers heard Josephine Skaggas, 
a Southern Baptist missionary to Nigeria, comment that her "heart was 
chilled" when invited to speak on mission work in Africa in American 
churches which are closed to Negroes. 


"What good can the Peace Corps do as (these churches) say in effect, 
ii hate Negroes at home, but | love them in Africa'?", she asked. 


In Syracuse, New York, the centennial convention of the North-eastern 
Association of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) adopted a resolution 
which viewed the action taken by the "Freedom Riders" as "an honest effort 
to obtain the liberties guaranteed by the (US) Constitution". It was 
adopted with only a few dissenting votes by the 500 delegates from churches 
in New York, New Jersey and New kngland, 


Meanwhile, the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, has for 
the first time admitted a Negro student to a division other than its School 
of Theology. The university is owned by 21 southern dioceses of the 
Protestant Hpiscopal Church. 


A school spokesman identified the Negro as James Cohen, a mathematics 
teacher from Decherd, Tennessee, who has enrolled in the university's 
Summer Institute of Science and Mathematics. 
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Acceptance of Mr. Cohen's application came on the heels of a request 
from Episcopal pastors in Atlanta, Georgia, that the university clarify 
its position on the admission of Negroes. They called upon school officials 
to "invite the applications of qualified Negro students to the College of 
Arts and Sciences in a public statement". 


The Georgia pastors criticized the university for its decision to 
award an honorary degree to Thomas R. Waring, editor of The Charleston 
(South Carolina) News and Courier, and, according to the ministers, a lead- 
ing segregationist. The decision also drew criticism from the Episcopal 
acid for Cultural and Racial Unity, an unofficial clergy and lay organi— 
zation, 


However, a school spokesman said the university saw no reason for 
altering or rescinding the decision to award the degree to Mr. Waring, 
Since such honours are conferred on persons representing widely divergent 
views on integration. The awards are not based on the racial issue, he 
added. BPS, Geneva 


Dr. Ramsey Pledges Support for Christian Unity Efforts 


(London) - The new Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, has 
promised to work for the union of the Christian churches of the world, 
although he conceded that inclusion of the Roman Catholic Church presents 
serious difficulties. 


"We must press on with the work of Christian unity", Dr. Ramsey told 
a television interviewer. Nit can be done. i mesri SoC OG. i. 


"But if you look on the Church of Rome as a complete system, standing 
against ours, there's a very big gulf, because their system is an absolutely 
complete one allowing for the existence of no other church in the world at 
Sphdss 


"While there is that gulf between the two complete systems, if you look 
within their church and within ours, there are a great many things which are 
Similar, and there can be common interest and discussion." 


Dr, Ramsey will be enthroned as Archbishop of Canterbury on June 27. 
To mark the ceremony, bells will peal from churches throughout England. 


His predecessor, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, has been awarded a life 
peerage by Queen Blizabeth. is title will be Baron Fisher of Lambeth - 
the London borough where he resided for 16 years as spiritual head of the 
Church or Hnglend. The title will not pass to any of his six song. 

EPS, Geneva 


US Supreme Court Upholds Sunday Laws 


(Washington, D.C.) - The United States Supreme Court has upheld the con- 
stitutionality of laws banning retail sales on Sunday in the states of 
Massachusetts, Maryland and Pennsylvania. 


The majority ruling was based on a monumental 86-page opinion pre- 
pared by Justice Felix Frankfurter, the only Jewish member of the Court. 
The decision went against an appeal by members of Mr. Frankfurter's own 
faith. 
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It confirmed that to prescribe ‘a weekly respite from all labour" is 
not to create an “establishment of religion" nor to interfere with the 
"free exercise" of religions which regard Saturday rather than Sunday as 
their Sabbath. 


Further, Justice Frankfurter's opinion said that a law requiring 
citizens to observe one day of rest a week from work and commercial acti- 
vity and leaving the choice of that day to individual preference would not 
accomplish the objective sought by Sunday closing laws. This objective 
he defined as "an atmosphere of entire community repose". 


"To Many who do not regard it sacramentally", he said, "Sunday is 
nevertheless a day of special, long-established associations, whose partic- 
ular temper makes it a haven that no other day would provide". 


A dissenting opinion advanced by Justice William 0. Douglas would have 
declared all such laws as unconstitutional because, he said, they abridge 
religious freedom. 


Justice William J. Brennan, Jr., the court!s only Roman Catholic 
member, and Justice Potter Stewart, an Hpiscopalian, would have declared 
that such laws must include a provision for those who wish to observe a 
Sabbath other than Sunday, so that they would not suffer discrimination. 


Commenting on the cecision, Ilr. Rueben R. Figuhr, president of the 
Seventh-Day Adventists, who observe Saturday as the Sabbath, said that 
members of his church will suffer from the "stepped up enforcement of 
sunday laws" but that f keeping the Sabbath and refraining from business 
forbidden by the State on Sunday means hardship, then our choice as good 
citizens and honest Christians is to endure that hardship". 

EPS, Geneva 


Reforms Urgec of US Immigration Procedures 


(Geneva) - Deep concern at the way in which the entry of refugees to the 
US is being delayed by new procedures adopted under Public Law 86-648 has 
been expressed at the meeting of the Administrative Committee of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches. It is feared that delay might lead to some people being 
prevented from going to the US. 


The Committee was told that the new procedures are causing unnecessary 
hardship to refugees and disappointment and disillusionment to their Ameri- 
can sponsors. 


"The important role played by the American churches and their members 
in providing the assurances of support required for refugees admitted under 
Public Law 86-648 is being undermined", Miss Janet Lacey, chairman of the 
Refugee Sub-committee, reported. 


The Administrative Committee passed unanimously a resolution which 
noted with deep concern the effect of these procedures on many persons 
clearly eligible for the benefits of Public Law 86-648. 


The resolution urged that steps should be taken to achieve any necess- 
ary administrative adjustments in the carrying out of the programme without 
the disrupting and delaying effects of the procedures now being introduced 
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so that the confidence of the refugees in the goodwill of their friends in 
countries of emigration might be fully justified. 


The Committee empowered DICASR'!s staff to use the resolution at their 
discretion, EPS, Geneva 


Scholarships for 11 Students Under HACC Scheme 


(Christchurch, New Zealand) ~ Hleven Asian students will study in countries 
other than their own within Asia in the academic year 1961-62 as a result 
of the Free Place Scheme organized by the Hast Asia Christian Conference. 


This is a scheme under which Asian churches offer a free place, in- 
cluding tuition and board, in their academic institutions so that qualified 
students from another Asian country can study there. Most of the 25 
places offered in the current year are for theological students. More 
would have been filled except that some of the colleges were obliged to 
demand language qualifications that could not be met by the applicants, an 
HACG- official said. Places taken include the following: Koreans studying 
in Hong Kong, Manila and Australia; an Indian studying in Singapore; two 
Filipinos studying in India and one in New Zealand; a Chinese studying in 
India; and a Ceylonese and a Japanese studying in New Zealand. 


The free places are provided by the colleges or the churches which 
control them; the HACC pays for international transport, and the student 
or his home church provides incidentals and pocket money. EPS, Geneva 


African Church Leaders Visit Kenyatta in Prison 


(Maralal, Kenya) - Six African church leaders are convinced that the return 
of Jomo Kenyatta to normal life "does not terrify us" after paying a visit 
to the prominent nationalist leader in prison here. 


This conclusion is reached in a statement released by the delegation 
and signed on its behalf by the Rt. Rev. Obadiah Kariuki, Anglican Bishop 
of Fort Hall, and the xt. Rev. C.M. Kareri, moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Hast Africa. 


Harlier, the church leaders met with the Governor of Kenya and later 
indicated that authorities were considering the release of Kenyatta, who 
was arrested at the height of the Mau Mau crisis. (See EPS No. 21) 


Insisting that he had never been anti-Christian and was not at the 
present time, Kenyatta told the delegation: "I do not want to be pinned 
down to a particular denomination, but I am a Christian led by this Book", 
pointing to a well-worn Bible. 


Kenyatta told the group that it was in the best interests of the African 
people that there should be no further violence. Then he added: "The 
greatest word in the New Testament is, 'Love your neighbour as yourself!". 


When asked about the future of the Church in Kenya, the African 
leader replied that there should be freedom of worship and that all men 
should respect one another's religion, just as all men must be equal before 
the law. 


In concluding their statement, the church leaders commented: "Jomo 
Kenyatta does not regard himself as God, neither does he claim any super- 
natural powers. He is a man and it is for this man that we shall continue 
to pray that he may come to a full knowledge of Jesus Christ." EPS, Geneva 
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Churches of Sweden to Help Under-Developed Countries 


(Stockholm) - The churches of Sweden will participate in a new national 
Scheme to provide help to under-developed countries. 


A Commission appointed by the Swedish Government to examine the 
problems of help to these countries has recommended that the programme 
be directed by a ten-member committee, five of whom would represent 
non-governmental relief organizations, including those of the National 
(Lutheran) Church and of the Free Church. 


The Commission also recommended that the missions of the churches 
be used as "channels" for some of the governmental assistance, in order 
to take advantage of missions! personnel's knowledge of local languages 
and conditions. 


Svensk Veckotidning, the weekly paper of the Swedish Missionary 
Association, in a lead article on the Commission's proposal, urged that 
"missions! deeply-rooted mistrust of cooperation with governments and 
secular bodies should not prevent us from welcoming whole-heartedly the 
new desire for understanding... The extent to which missions can count 
on fresh support for their humanitarian work is a subordinate question, 
iWevaisecacse, “abthouch it-istalso Important", it said. But "the most 
important point is that a door has now opened, the iron curtain of iso- 
lation has been penetrated, and the missions! task as a true expression 
of our people's sense of responsibility for the less-developed peoples 
in other parts of the world has been recognized". EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop Asks Fair Treatment for All Religious Groups 


(Liverpool, England) - Roman Catholic Archbishep John C. Heenan, of 
Liverpool, has told the city's new Lord Mayor, Alderman Peter McKernan, 
a Catholic, it is his duty to give fair and equal treatment to all 
citizens, regardless of religion. 


Speaking at a Mass in the city's cathedral, marking the Lord Mayor's 
inauguration, he declared: "We take it for granted that you, my Lerd 
Mayor, will never, as a Catholic, seek the advancement of Catholic 
interests at the sacrifice of the rights of non-Catholic citizens. By 
God!s grace, you will be the servant of Protestants and Jews no less than 
those of your own faith." HPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Paper Defends WCC 


(Geneva) - A Swiss Roman Catholic newspaper has sharply refuted charges 
that the ecumenical movement is under the influence of communist ideology. 


It challenged an attack by Swiss theologian Emil Brunner, of Zurich, 
that the churches "without being communist unconsciously serve the interests 
of Communism". 


The unexpected defence came from M. René Leyvraz, editor of the 
Courrier, official organ of the Roman Catholic Christian Social Party in 
Geneva. 


N> comment has been released by the World Council of Churches. 
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' Professor Brunner, in a lengthy article in the Neue Zurcher Zeitung, 
a Gurich (Switzerland) daily newspaper, wrote: "The Hastern churches, 


which of course, could only send delegates who had been forced to conform 


with Communism, were invited more and more as time went on to the ecumenical 
gatherings, including the: preparations for the (Wee's) Assembly at New 


"The voice of those who cautioned against this fraternization was 
constantly repressed... It follows that these ecumenical deliberations are 
more. and more: adapted to: Communism, taking as their label ‘we must learn 

to understand each other as brothers'. Ideas were propagated which until 
now have been defended only by German theologians, for instance those which 

(Swiss theologian) Karl Barth advances in his 'Open Letter to Christians in 
the German Democratic Republic’. In this letter, he states that 'one can 
preach Christianity, believe in Christianity and live Christianity!’ even 
under a communist régime... It follows that the church without being 
communist unconsciously serves the interests of Communism." 


tt _ (The letter by Professor Barth referred to was published in 1960. It 
received widespread attention and comment. pi; 


M. Leyvraz wrote in-.defence that he had read Professor Barth's "Open 
Letter very carefully" and "it seems to me that the Barth position is far 
too over-simplified by Mr. Brunner". 


"Without subscribing to all the views it expressed", he wrote, "I see 
that it deals first of all with conditions in which Christians can and must. 
bear their witness whatever happens in popular democracies. This’ is7 noe 
specifically a Protestant problem. Catholics in Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and other places have to face it also. It is an extraordinarily 
difficult problem. One cannot, however, demand from Christians of those 
countries that they endorse en bloc Western structures which are not with- 
out fault or blemish. 


"The universal confrontation between Christianity and atheistic 
Communism does not coincide exactly with the confrontation between the 
capitalistic West and the Soviet Hast. A fully effective anti-Communismn 

‘is not one whioh automatically adopts positions contrary to communist 
practice, but one which invigorates the soil, drains our swamps and irri- 
gates our spiritual and social deserts. 


"The shameless exploitation by false Soviet pacifism of the threat of 
atomic warfare in no way excuses Christians from becoming conscious of the 
extreme seriousness of that threat for mankind and even for the whole of 
creation. ...We must hold 'both ends of the chain', and work to prevent 
such a warfare without opening the doors of the West to Soviet invasion. 
This position is more difficult to hold than that of blind war-mongering 
or of blind: pacifism. But it is the true position." EPS, Geneva. 


Third Conference of Huropean Churches Planned 

(Oegstgeest, The Netherlands) - Invitations will be issued immediately to 
Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches in Europe to attend the Third 
‘Conference of Suropean Churches,-scheduled in October, 1962, at Nyborg, 
Denmark. It is expected to ioe one of the most representative conferences 
of European church leaders ever held. 
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Plans for the Conference were announced last week following a meeting 
here of the Conference's five presidents and nine of its 15-member Advisory 


Committee. ; 


The Conference theme will be "The Church in Burope and the Crisis of F 
Modern Man". Sub-themes will deal with "The balance of luropean humanism"; 
"Man in his encounter with Christ"; and "The awakening of the churches to” 
new service", 


The meeting named Dr. Glen Garfield Williams as Executive Secretary, © 
succeeding Dr, H.H, Harms, senior pastor of the Lutheran Church, Hamburg, 4 
Germany, and a former World Council of Churches staff member. Dr. William 
is secretary for Inter-Church Aid in Europe of the World Council. Dr, 
Harms was named Advisory Secretary to the Conference. ¥ 


The Conference's five presidents are Dr. Egbert Emon of the Nether-_ 
lands; Archbishop Jan Kiivit, of Estonia; Bishop Hanns Lilje, of Germany; 
Bishop Johann Wendland of the USSR; and Bishop Leslie Hunter of England 


The Advisory Committee members present represented churches in Great — 
Britein, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Germany, the USSR and Sweden, as 
well as the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Istanbul. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The National Student Christian Federation (USA) has appealed for funds 
to aid African students studying in the United States. The NSCF estimates 
that about one-third, or approximately 400, of these students face a finan-— 
cial crisis that could cut short their educational plans. 7 


"a 


* * * 


Members of ell Protestant youth groups in West Germany will be asked © 
to. “onate their day's pay on June 17 to aid young refugees from the Hast. 
The campaign, cponsored by the Working Committee of Evangelical Youth in 
(West) Germany, marks the 8th anniversary of the abortive uprising of East — 
German workers against the communist government in 19545 It is marked in 
West Germany as "Day'of German Unity". 


Cae cay * 


The United Lutheran Church in America will sponsor an institute for 
jazz musicians in Greenwich Village, New York!s bohemian section. A 5 
second for advertising men is also planned. Both are part of a year-old @ 
project called "Faith and Life Institutes" which has Sponsored meetings of — 
physicians, lawyers and labour leaders, A spokesman said the institute 4 
for jazz musicians is planned because of "the almost total disassociation 


of these people from the church" and the "detachment of the church" from 
this aspect of modern culture, 


* a X. 


| Total attendance in the first three weeks of the month~long Great 
Tokyo Christian Crusade has passed the 120,000 mark with some 4,700 persons 
Making "decisions for Christ", it has been announced by World Vision, Ince 
campaign sponsor. A spokesman commented: "In this land where the total 
Protestant church constituency is less than one per cent ... we regard this 
response es nothing short of miraculous", The campaign was described as _ 
the largest religious crusade of its kind ever held in the Orient. It damm 
cooperative effort of 740 churches of 41 denominations. EPS, Geneva — 
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